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11: Italy (1815–1871) and Germany (1815–1890) 
 

   This section deals with the history of both Germany and Italy from 1815; in the case of Italy, 

from the Congress of Vienna to 1871, and in the case of Germany, up to 1890. There is 

consideration of the impact of the congress system on both Italy and Germany, and of the 

causes, events and consequences of revolutions from 1815–1849. There is also a focus on the 

emergence and growth of nationalism in the German states and the Italian peninsula, as well as 

the social, economic and political factors involved in the unification process. 

 

• Italy (1815–1849): impact of the Congress of Vienna on Italy, Austrian dominance, role 

of Metternich; nationalism and liberalism; attempted revolutions in Italy between 1820 

and 1844; Mazzini and Gioberti; role of the papacy; 1848–1849 Revolutions—causes, 

nature, defeat and consequences 

• Germany (1815–1849): impact of the Congress of Vienna on Germany; nationalism 

and liberalism in the Vormärz period; economic and social change before 1848; 1848–

1849 Revolutions—causes, nature, defeat and consequences 

• Unification of Italy (1849–1871); Cavour and Garibaldi; the role of foreign influence 

• The rise of Prussia and the decline of Austria (1815–1866); the Zollverein 

• Bismarck, Prussia and final unification: diplomatic, economic, military 

reorganization; Wars of Unification; the 1871 Constitution 

• Germany (1871–1890): Bismarck’s domestic policies, including the Kulturkampf and 

the anti-socialist campaign; consolidation of the new German state and the role of 

Prussia within it 

 

 

12: Imperial Russia, revolution and the establishment of the Soviet Union 

(1855–1924) 
 

   This section deals with modernization and conservatism in tsarist Russia and the eventual 

collapse of the tsarist autocracy, as well as the revolutions of 1917, the Civil War and the rule 

of Lenin. There is a focus on the concepts of change and continuity, with examination and 

consideration of the social, economic and political factors that brought about change. 

 

• Alexander II (1855–1881): the extent of reform 

• Policies of Alexander III (1881–1894) and Nicholas II (1894–1917): economic 

modernization, tsarist repression and the growth of opposition 

• Causes of the 1905 Revolution (including social and economic conditions and the 

significance of the Russo-Japanese War); consequences of the 1905 Revolution 

(including Stolypin and the Dumas) 

• The impact of the First World War and the final crisis of autocracy in February/March 

1917 

• 1917 Revolutions: February/March Revolution; provisional government and dual 

power (Soviets); October/November Revolution; Bolshevik Revolution; Lenin and 

Trotsky 

• Lenin’s Russia/Soviet Union; consolidation of new Soviet state; Civil War; War 

Communism; New Economic Policy (NEP); terror and coercion; foreign relation 
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13: Europe and the First World War (1871–1918) 
 

   This section deals with the shorter- and longer-term origins of the First World War. It covers 

the breakdown of European diplomacy pre‑1914 and the crises that occurred in international 

relations. It covers how the practice of war affected the military and home fronts. The section 

also investigates reasons for the Allied victory/Central Powers’ defeat. 

 

• European diplomacy and the changing balance of power after 1871; imperial 

expansion in Africa and Asia, and its impact on European diplomacy; the Congress of 

Berlin and European Alliance system 

• Foreign policy of Kaiser Wilhelm II: domestic conditions that impacted on German 

foreign policy; its impact/influence on other countries, including Britain, France, 

Russia and Austria-Hungary 

• Causes of the First World War: short- and long-term causes; relative importance of 

causes; the Alliance system; the decline of the Ottoman Empire; German foreign 

policy; Austria-Hungary, Russia and Balkan nationalism; the arms race and 

diplomatic crises; the July Crisis of 1914 

• Impact of the First World War on civilian populations of two countries from the region 

between 1914 and 1918 

• Factors leading to the defeat of Germany and the other Central Powers, and to the 

victory of the Entente Powers: strategic errors; economic factors; entry and role of the 

US; domestic instability in the Central Powers 

 

 

14: European states in the inter-war years (1918–1939) 
 

   This section deals with domestic developments in certain key European states in the period 

between the two world wars. It requires the study of four European countries: Germany, Italy, 

Spain and any one other country. The section considers the impact of the end of the First World 

War, then examines the economic, social and cultural changes in each country during the 1920s 

and 1930s. 

 

• Weimar Germany: constitutional, political, economic/financial and social issues (1918–

1933); initial challenges (1918–1923); “Golden Era” under Stresemann (1924–1929); 

the crisis years and the rise of Hitler (1929–1933) 

• Hitler’s Germany (1933–1939): consolidation of power; Hitler’s pre-war domestic 

policies, including economic, social and political policies; nature of the Nazi state; the 

extent of resistance to the Nazis 

• Italy (1918–1939): rise of Mussolini; consolidation of power; Mussolini’s pre-war 

domestic policies, including economic, social and political policies; nature of the fascist 

state 

• Spain (1918–1939): political, social and economic conditions in Spain; the Primo de 

Rivera regime; polarization and political parties under the Second Republic; Azaña 

and Gil Robles; causes of the Civil War; foreign involvement; reasons for nationalist 

victory under Franco 

• Case study of domestic political, economic and social developments in one European 

country (other than Germany, Italy or Spain) in the inter-war years. (USSR!) 
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15: Versailles to Berlin: Diplomacy in Europe (1919–1945) 
 

   This section addresses international relations in Europe from 1919 to 1945 with initial 

emphasis on the Paris Peace Settlement: its goals, impact and the problems relating to its 

enforcement. The section covers attempts to promote collective security and international 

cooperation through the League of Nations and multilateral agreements (outside the League 

mechanism), arms reduction and the pursuit of foreign policy goals without resort to violence. 

This section also addresses the individual foreign policies of Italy, Germany, France, Britain 

and Russia/Soviet Union, looking at the aims, issues and success of each one. It concludes with 

a study of the Second World War, looking particularly at the impact of the war and the reasons 

for German defeat and Allied victory. 

 

• Peace settlements (1919–1923): Versailles; Neuilly; Trianon; St Germain; and 

Sèvres/Lausanne—aims, issues and responses 

• The League of Nations and Europe: successes and failures; the search for collective 

security; developments in the successor states of central and eastern Europe 

• Italian and German foreign policies (1919–1941): aims, issues and extent of success 

• Collective security and appeasement (1919–1941): aims, issues and extent of success; 

role of British, French and Russian/Soviet foreign policies (1919–1941); Chamberlain 

and the Munich Crisis 

• Causes of the Second World War and the development of European conflict (1939–

1941); the wartime alliance (1941–1945); reasons for Axis defeat in 1945 and for Allied 

victory; role of economic, strategic and other factors 

• Impact of the Second World War on civilian populations in any two countries between 

1939–1945 

 

 

16: The Soviet Union and post-Soviet Russia (1924–2000) 
 

   This section examines the consolidation of the Soviet state from 1924 and the methods applied 

to ensure its survival, growth and expansion inside and outside the borders of the Soviet Union. 

It explores the rise and nature of the rule of Stalin, Khrushchev, Brezhnev and their policies. 

East–West relations post-1945 in relation to Soviet aims and leadership should also be 

considered. Finally, the decline and collapse of the Soviet Union should be considered, as well 

as political and economic developments in post-Soviet Russia. 

 

• Soviet Union (1924–1941): Stalin and the struggle for power (1924–1929); defeat of 

Trotsky; Stalin’s policies of collectivization and the Five-Year Plans; government and 

propaganda under Stalin; the purges and the Great Terror 

• The impact of the Great Patriotic War (1941–1945); post-war Soviet Union (1945–

1953): political and economic developments 

• Khrushchev and Brezhnev: domestic policies and foreign relations 

• Transformation of the Soviet Union (1985–1991): Gorbachev (aims, policies and extent 

of success); political developments and change 

• Collapse of the Soviet Union; post-Soviet Russia to 2000; role and policies of Yeltsin; 

political and economic developments to 2000 


