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BACKGROUND
The British and European
Settlers did not assimilate
with the native population
along the Atlantic coast.
The Native Americans
were unable to resist
the European settlements
due to the division
among the many different
tribes, the less advanced
technology (especially
military technology) and
the fact that they were hit
hard by European diseases.
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BACKGROUND
Thirteen Colonies 1763
New England Colonies
New Hampshire,
Massachusetts,
Rhode Island,
Connecticut
(¼ of the population)

Middle Colonies:

New York,
New Jersey,
Pennsylvania,
Delaware
(¼ of the population)

Southern Colonies:

Maryland,
Virginia,
North Carolina,
South Carolina,
Georgia
(½ of the population)

BACKGROUND
Between 1700-1763 the population
in the thirteen colonies increased
from around 250 000 to
around 2 million. There were
Three reasons for the high
population growth:
High birth rate: the average
American woman had a
family of seven children
Low death rate: Americans,
well fed and generally
prosperous, lived longer
than most Europeans
Immigration:…

BACKGROUND
Around 1760 about half the
American population was
of English stock. Around
15 per cent were Welsh,
Scottish or Scots-Irish.
Germans comprised
around 8 per cent of
the total population.
By 1763 there were
350 000 African
slaves in the colonies.
(around 17 per cent of
the total population).

BACKGROUND
COLONIAL GOVERNMENT
By 1760 all the colonies had
a similar governmental
structure with a Governor
and a legislative assembly.
The assemblies usually
consisted of two houses;
Upper houses (Councils)
appointed by the Governor
and Lower houses that was
elected. At least 50 per cent
(in some colonies as many
as 80 per cent) of the
American white adults
could vote for the members
to the Lower houses.
British Parliament House in Boston
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Other agencies –the Treasury, the
war Office and the Admiralty also
had a role in the imperial rule

No central control existed so there
were confusion and a lack of control!
Since it was 4800 km (3000 miles) from
Britain to the colonies they were very
much left to their own divices – this policy
is referred to as ”salutary neglect”

BRITISH RULE

Charters by the British Crown
granted or confirmed titles,
rights or privileges
Governers were appointed and
represented the Crown
The King and the Privy Council
had joint authority to review
colonial laws
Board of Trade supervised and
drew upp instructions
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Woolen Act (1699) – forbade the export
of woolen yarn and cloth outside the
colony
Hat Act (1732) – prohibited the export of
colonial beaver hats
Iron Act (1750) – banned the export of
colonial iron outside the Empire

REGULATIONS

Trade and Navigation Acts
– All cargoes to or from the
colonies were to be carried
by ships built and owned in
England or the colonies
- Certain cargo (sugar, cotton,
indigo, ginger, tobacco… could
only be exported to England
- European goods bound for the
colonies had to be landed first
in England and the reshiped

BACKGROUND

The seventeenth century was also a struggle
between different European powers – especially
between Great Britain and France…

