
US INVOLVEMENT 

WHY DID THE US GET INVOLVED 
IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR? 



LUSITANIA 1915 

Torpedoed by German U-boat U-20 on Friday 7 May 1915 

On May 7, 1915, the British ocean liner RMS Lusitania , which primarily  
ferried people and goods across the Atlantic Ocean between the United  
States and Great Britain, was torpedoed by a German U-boat and sunk.  
Of the 1,959 people on board, 1,198 died, including 128 Americans. The  
sinking of the Lusitania enraged Americans and was one of the reasons 
The US  joined WWI against Germany… 



UNRESTRICTED GERMAN 
SUBMARINE WARFARE 

The use of unrestricted submarine 
warfare was announced by 
Germany on January 9th, 1917. 
The use of unrestricted submarine 
warfare was to have a major 
impact on World War One as it 
was one of the main reasons why 
America joined the war. 



ZIMMERMAN TELEGRAM 

   In frustration over the effective British naval blockade, in February 1917 Germany broke its pledge to limit submarine warfare.  In response 
to the breaking of the Sussex pledge, the United States severed diplomatic relations with Germany.  
   In January of 1917, British cryptographers deciphered a telegram from German Foreign Minister Arthur Zimmermann to the German 
Minister to Mexico, von Eckhardt, offering United States territory to Mexico in return for joining the German cause.  Zimmermann himself 
dispelled initial suspicions regarding the telegram's authenticity by giving a speech in which he confirmed its existence.  
   This message helped draw the United States into the war and thus changed the course of history.  The telegram had such an impact on 
American opinion that, according to David Kahn, author of The Codebreakers, "No other single cryptanalysis has had such enormous 
consequences." 



US ECONOMY 
The US entered WWI not because they needed to defend 
themselves, but more so because of the strength the 
economy would gain. The US was in need of a boost in the 
economy, and by entering WWI it would open more job 
opportunities, it would benefit insurance of investments, 
woman's jobs, and exporting of goods which are leading 
factors to an increase in the economy… 



US DRAFT LOTTERY 

Few volunteers – conscription and a ”Draft lottery” 


