
INTRODUCTION - EXAMPLE 1 

 

Question: Discuss the assertion that Hitler bore sole responsibility for the outbreak of war in Europe in 1939 

Between the years of 1919 and 1939 the situation in Europe changed dramatically from the peace treaty at the 

end of the First World War to the outbreak of war in Europe in September 1939. The change escalated with 

the rise of the Nazi party in Germany and its leader Adolf Hitler. This essay will examine whether Hitler was 

solely to blame for the outbreak of war in Europe. The essay will examine each situation that arose between 

Hitler’s rise to power and the outbreak of war, analyzing it and giving evidence for the argument that Hitler 

bore sole responsibility and the evidence against that view. 

Identification of the different parts in this introduction:  

Between the years of 1919 and 1939 the situation in Europe changed dramatically from the peace treaty at the 

end of the First World War to the outbreak of war in Europe in September 1939. The change escalated with 

the rise of the Nazi party in Germany and its leader Adolf Hitler (Historical context – where, when, what). 

This essay will examine whether Hitler was solely to blame for the outbreak of war in Europe (Question/Task 

presented). The essay will examine each situation that arose between Hitler’s rise to power and the outbreak 

of war, analyzing it and giving evidence for the argument that Hitler bore sole responsibility and the evidence 

against that view (“Outline”). 

 

 

INTRODUCTION - EXAMPLE 2 

 

Question: Analyze the long-term and the short-term causes of World War II. 

World War II broke out in September 1939 after the German attack on Poland. In the answer to the task of 

analyzing the long-term and the short-term causes of WWII the significance of the settlements after the First 

VK; the economic problems caused by the stock market crash in New York, the German rearmament, Hitler's 

aggressive foreign policy, and the failure of the League of Nations will first be addressed. After this, a focus 

on the more immediate causes, especially the last phase of Hitler's foreign policy, the appeasement policy of 

Great Britain and the unexpected Molotov - Ribbentrop Pact in August 1939 will be applied. 

Identification of the different parts in this introduction:  

World War II broke out in September 1939 after the German attack on Poland. (Historical context – where, 

when, what) In the answer to the task of analyzing the long-term and the short-term causes of WWII 

(Question/Task presented) the significance of the settlements after the First VK; the economic problems 

caused by the stock market crash in New York, the German rearmament, Hitler's aggressive foreign policy, 

and the failure of the League of Nations will first be addressed. After this, a focus on the more immediate 

causes, especially the last phase of Hitler's foreign policy, the appeasement policy of Great Britain and the 

unexpected Molotov - Ribbentrop Pact in August 1939 will be applied (“Outline”). 

  



INTRODUCTION - EXAMPLE 3 

 

Question: To what extent can Germany be held responsible for the outbreak of World War II? 

This essay will try to answer the question to what extent we can hold Germany responsible for the outbreak 

of WWII. The first part will concentrate on why many historians hold Germany guilty, like the German 

military rearmament and its aggressive foreign policy under Adolf Hitler and the NSDAP. These elements 

will be compared with the English/French appeasement policy, the failure of the League of Nations and the 

role of the Soviet Union. 

Identification of the different parts in this introduction:  

This essay will try to answer the question to what extent we can hold Germany responsible for the outbreak 

of WWII (Question/Task presented). The first part will concentrate on why many historians hold Germany 

guilty, like the German military rearmament and its aggressive foreign policy under Adolf Hitler and the 

NSDAP. These elements will be compared with the English/French appeasement policy, the failure of the 

League of Nations and the role of the Soviet Union (“Outline”). 

  

The historical context - where, when and what was presented in the first part of the essay - the 

background! 

 


