
Question 1b: What is the message about the relations between Germany and France after the last unification 

war conveyed by SOURCE 3. 

 

SOURCE 3: The last German troops left in occupation of France quitted that country on 16 September 1873, 

inspiring this John Tenniel cartoon comment in “Punch Magazine”.  Punch Magazine was a British weekly 

magazine of humor and satire. 
 

 
 

What do you need to do? 
 

You need to show that you understood the question! This is done by first tell what it is we see in this image 

including the text. Then you make an interpretation based on exaggerations, symbols, and the text in the image. 

A good answer should include these two parts and two strong independent interpretations of the image.  

 

Example answer: 
 

What we see: In this image we see two women talk with each other. One of them “Germany” says “Farewell, Madam, 

and if .....” and the other one “France” answers “Ha! We shall meet again!”. The woman on the left has a helmet, a 

sword, a flag, a belt with eagle symbols and a bag with a text that says 200 000 000. The woman to the right has folded 

arms. She also has a crown and a “revolutionary hat” inside the crown. The title above the text in the image says, “Au 

Revoir!” which means “until we meet again”. Furthest down to the right it says Sept. 27, 1873 – the date the image was 

published in Punch Magazine. You can also see the text “The last German troops left in occupation of France quitted 

that country on 16 September 1873” when this source is presented. 
 

Interpretation: It looks like the woman that symbolize Germany (with a typical German helmet, a sword, a flag a belt 

with the German eagle and a bag with money) is leaving France. The text to the source “The last German troops left in 

occupation of France quitted that country on 16 September 1873” and the woman saying “Farewell, Madam, and if...” 

supports this. The woman on the right with a crown and a typical revolutionary hat symbolize France and she shows a 

grim facial expression (eyebrows down as well as her mouth) when she says “Ha! We shall meet again!”. The message 

about their relation is that Germany has occupied France with military power after an obvious successful conflict. The 

German military is leaving after they been paid (200 000 000). The relation is military might, reinforced economy and 

success with certain pride towards a defeated France. France feels angry after the defeat and wants revenge which can 

be seen in the facial expression (grim) and body expression (folded arms) and her comment “Ha! We shall meet again!”. 

The title “Au Revoir” also supports France intention of revenge – it means “until we meet again”... 



 


