
SOURCE CRITICISM 1 – ITALIAN UNIFICATION 
 

 

SOURCE 1: https://history.state.gov/countries/issues/italian-unification from the US Office of the Historian. 

This is how this website presents itself “The Office of the Historian is staffed by professional historians who 

are experts in the history of U.S. foreign policy and the Department of State and possess unparalleled research 

experience in classified and unclassified government records” 

(Visited December 1st, 2020 12:50) 
 

 

The final push for Italian unification came in 1859, led by the Kingdom of Piedmont-Sardinia (then the wealthiest and 

most liberal of the Italian states), and orchestrated by Piedmont-Sardinia’s Prime Minister, Count Camillo di Cavour. A 

skilled diplomat, Cavour secured an alliance with France. The Franco-Austrian War of 1859 was the agent that began 

the physical process of Italian unification. The Austrians were defeated by the French and Piedmontese at Magenta and 

Solferino, and thus relinquished Lombardy. By the end of the year Lombardy was added to the holdings of Piedmont-

Sardinia. 

The northern Italian states held elections in 1859 and 1860 and voted to join the Kingdom of Piedmont-Sardinia, a major 

step towards unification, while Piedmont-Sardinia ceded Savoy and Nice to France. Giuseppe Garibaldi, a native of 

Piedmont-Sardinia, was instrumental in bringing the southern Italian states into the unification process. In 1860, 

Garibaldi cobbled together an army (referred to as the “Thousand”) to march into the southern part of the peninsula. 

Landing first in Sicily and then moving onwards into Naples, Garibaldi and his men overthrew the Bourbon monarchy 

and turned over the southern territories to Victor Emmanuel II, King of Piedmont-Sardinia. In early 1861 a national 

parliament convened and proclaimed the Kingdom of Italy, with Victor Emmanuel II as its king. At this point, there 

were only two major territories outside of the parameters of the new Kingdom of Italy: Rome and Venetia. 

In 1866 Italy joined Prussia in a campaign against Austria (the 1866 Austro-Prussian War) and thus won Venetia. In 

1870, taking advantage of the fact that France (the country responsible at the time for guarding the Papal States) was 

distracted by involvement in the Franco-Prussian War (1870-71), the Italian army entered Rome. That year, Rome and 

the Papal States were incorporated into Italy and the Risorgimento completed. During the summer of 1871, the Italian 

capital moved to Rome from Florence (it was moved from Turin to Florence in 1865). 

 

 

SOURCE 2: Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_unification  

(Visited December 1st, 2020 13:30) 
 

 

   The Second War of Italian Independence began in April 1859 when the Sardinian Prime Minister Count Cavour found 

an ally in Napoleon III. Napoleon III signed a secret alliance and Cavour provoked Austria with military maneuvers and 

eventually led to the war in April 1859. Cavour called for volunteers to enlist in the Italian liberation. The Austrians 

planned to use their army to beat the Sardinians before the French could come to their aid. Austria had an army of 

140,000 men, while the Sardinians had a mere 70,000 men by comparison. However, the Austrians' numerical strength 

was outweighed by an ineffectual leadership appointed by the Emperor on the basis of noble lineage, rather than military 

competency. Their army was slow to enter the capital of Sardinia, taking almost ten days to travel the 80 kilometers (50 

mi). By this time, the French had reinforced the Sardinians, so the Austrians retreated. 

   The Austrians were defeated at the Battle of Magenta on 4 June and pushed back to Lombardy. Napoleon III's plans 

worked and at the Battle of Solferino, France and Sardinia defeated Austria and forced negotiations; at the same time, 

in the northern part of Lombardy, the Italian volunteers known as the Hunters of the Alps, led by Giuseppe Garibaldi, 

defeated the Austrians at Varese and Como. On 12 July, the Armistice of Villafranca was signed. The settlement, by 

which Lombardy was annexed to Sardinia, left Austria in control of Venice. 

   Sardinia eventually won the Second War of Italian Unification through statesmanship rather than armies or popular 

election. The final arrangement was ironed out by "back-room" deals instead of in the battlefield. This was because 

neither France, Austria, nor Sardinia wanted to risk another battle and could not handle further fighting. All of the sides 

were eventually unhappy with the final outcome of the 2nd War of Italian Unification and expected another conflict in 

the future.37  
Sardinia annexed Lombardy from Austria; it later occupied and annexed the United Provinces of Central Italy, consisting 

of the Grand Duchy of Tuscany, the Duchy of Parma, the Duchy of Modena and Reggio and the Papal Legations on 22 

March 1860. Sardinia handed Savoy and Nice over to France at the Treaty of Turin on 24 March 1860.  

 
37. Avery, Robert. "The Victorian Web". Retrieved 27 March 2015.   
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SOURCE 3: Unification of Italy: Giuseppe Garibaldi (1807-1882) helping Victor Emmanuel II (1820-78) put 

on the boot of Italy. John Tenniel cartoon from “Punch Magazine“, London, 17 November 1860. Wood 

engraving. Punch Magazine was a British weekly magazine of humor and satire. 
 

 
 
 

Question 1a: What according to SOURCE 1 was behind the successful Unification of Italy? 

Question 1b: What is the message about the Italian Unification 1860 conveyed by SOURCE 3. 

Question 2: With reference to the origin and purpose, assess the value and limitations of SOURCE 2 for 

anybody studying the unification of Italy. 

Question 3: “Foreign nations were crucial for the unification of Italy”. Discuss this statement using these 

sources and your own knowledge. 

 
 


