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Carlos Luis de Ribera y Fieve, a Spanish painter, depicts the Catholic monarchs 
Ferdinand and Isabella and their entourage on the edge of Granada in the 
historical scene entitled La conquista de Granada (The Conquest of Granada) 
(1890). 

Andrew Hess, a professor specializing in Islamic civilization, writing in the 
academic book The Forgotten Frontier: A History of the Sixteenth-Century 
Ibero-African Frontier (2010). 

Expansion attracted to the edge of Muslim territories an aggressive and upwardly mobile (socially 
ambitious] element from Christian society. Everywhere there were those who wished to take the 
possessions of the defeated [Muslims] and acquire the prestige that would legitimize their newfound 
wealth and power in the presence [minds] of the older Spanish nobility. In fifteenth-century Castile the 
distinguishing traits (characteristics] of these frontiersmen were a warriorlike attitude towards 
non-Christians and a pride in the purity of their own Christian ancestry. When, like the Jews, men 
from the Muslim upper classes converted and somehow managed to retain their social standing and 
wealth, they limited the opportunities of Old Christians who wished to acquire new status and wealth 
... Conversely, the desertion of former Muslim leaders in an hour of need angered the members of the 
community they had left. 
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