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The Growth of Nationalism 
and Democracy 

The right of fNerr citizen to vote is consider.d 0 bosic requirement 
for 0 modern democracy. One of the first Europeon countries to 
grant 1,1"''''''$01 mo~ svHroge was England. where the troditian 
of oemoaocy was so sfrc"9 that social critia wefe free to lampoon 
some of ,I, excesses. In !he sbl~ above, the. cortOOltist pObs good
natured hm at the 'tigorous Cltotory of a votweelcer. 



On a July evening in 1870 in Berlin, 
three high-ranking Prussians sat 

gloomily eating their runner. They were 
the prime minister, Otto von Bismarck; the 
war minister, General Albert von Hoon; 
and the chief of staff, General Helmut von 
Moltkc. Only the day before. Prussia had 
suffered a diplomatic defeat: France had 
forced the Prussian king, William I, to 
withdraw his support from a Hohenzollern 
prince ( and distant relative) who had 
been asked to fill the vacant Spanish 
throne. Bismarck had advocated the candi
dacy in an effort to e mbarrass France, and 
now he felt so humiliated that he consid
ered resigning. 

At this moment a dispatch arrived from 
the king at the resort of Ems. The telegram 
described an interview with the French 
ambassador, who had demanded that WH
Iiam promise never to allow a Hohenzol
lern to accept the Spanish crown. Although 
irritated, the king had politely but firmly 
refused to make such a promise and had 
ended the interview. 

Bismarck reflected a moment and then 
proceeded to condense this "Ems dispatch" 
so that it sounded as if the conversation 
between the Prussian monarch and the 
French ambassador had becn discourteous. 
Then he released it to the press. The 
French public, in a warlike mood, regarded 
the telegram as an insult and demanded 
war. Prussia, with its powerful military 
machine, was only too happy to oblige. 

Prussia won the Franco·Prussian War 
and much more besides, for out of it 
emerged a united Gennan Empire under 
Prussian domination. Creation of this 
empire was Bismarck's greatest achieve· 
ment, and the most Significant nationalistic 
event in an age of rising nationalism. So 
strong was the tide of nationalism that 
by 1914 the political map of Europe was 
radically different from the map of 1815. 

Along with the nationalistic tide ran the 
current of democracy. Considered revolu-

bonary in 1815 and radical in 1848, by 1914 
it was regarded as the most desirable form 
of government. Its progress was uneven, 
advancing fastest in western Europe and 
slowest in eastern Europe. \,yherever it in· 
creased. however, it transformed political 
life and helped create a society based on 
active participation by the masscs. 

This chapter describes how: 

1. Several nations clashed in the Crimenn 
War. 

2. Continental Europe was politically 
reorganized. 

3. Democracy advanced in western 
Europe. 

4. Southern and eastern Europe made 
little progress. 

1 Several nations clashed 
in the Crimean War 

Although in 1848 revolutions had swept 
through aLmost all of Europe, none of the 
major nations became involved in war with 
onc another. This situation was due largely 
to England and Russia, the two powers 
that escaped revolution and followed a pol. 
icy of careful restraint in their diplomacy. 
The revolutions, however, brought forward 
a new generation of politicians and states
men who were willing to use any methods, 
including force, to advance their national 
interests. This new spirit in politiCS and 
diplomacy, known as Realpolilik, weak
ened the habits of cooperation among 
European nations, upon which the Concert 
of Europe had been based. An example 
of this new spirit was the Crimean War. 

Disagrecmcnts arose oueT tile Ottoman 
Empire. The first large-scale anned clash 
in Europe after 1815, the Crimean War, 
pitted France and Britain against Russia. 
All three nations had interests in the Near 
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East nnd were seeking advantages in the 
Ottoman Empire. When a dispute arose 
over whether France or Russia had the 
right to protect Christians living in the em
pire and those visiting the Holy Land, 
Sultan Abdul Mejid I sided with the 
French. This decision angered the Rus
sian C" ... ..ar, Nicholas I, who tried to intimi
date the Turks by sending Russian troops 
into the Turkish-controlled principalities 
of Moldavia and Wallachia (now part of 
Rumllnia ). The British viewed this action 
as a move to seize control of the Darda
nelles. The C"Lar refused to withdraw his 
troops and the Turks declared war on 
Russia in 1853. The Crimean War began in 
March 1854, when Britain and France, de
tennined to prevent any Russian penctra
tion of the Near East, took up arms in 
support of the Turks. 

Nicholas realized that he had over
played his hand and evacuated his troops 
from the Turkish provinces. It was too late. 
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Public opinion in Britain was thoroughly 
aroused and bent on teaching Russia a les
son. As for France, Napoleon III saw an 
excellent opportunity to enhance his pres
tige with a short, victorious war. 

Almost aU of the fighting took place in 
the Crimea, a peninsula jutting out from 
Russia into the Black Sea. In September 
1854, thousands of English and French 
troops landed at Eupatoria and began to 
march 0 11 Sevastopol, a Russian city on the 
Black Sea. They defeated the Russians at 
the river Alma on September 20 and 
movcd on toward the city. The allies were 
victorious again at the battles of Balaklava 
on October 25 and of Inkennan on Novem
ber 5, but they could not break through the 
Russian trenches at Sevastopol. Cold 
weather, disease, and lack of food and fuel 
during the cleven-month siege cost the al
lies heavy losses. A small but wcll-trained 
army from Sardinia joined the French and 
English forces in the summer of 1855 and, 
after the French succeeded in capturing a 
strategic position in September, the city 
finally yielded. Czar Alexander 11, who 
had come to the Russian throne in March, 
was ready for peace. 

Tile war had important rcsult.s. In 
March 1856 the nations involved in the war 
gathered at Paris for a peace conference. 
The treaty that resulted imposed a number 
of restrictions on Russia: the czar had to 
cede Bessarabia to J\<Ioldavia, thus losing 
control of the mouth of the Danube River; 
Moldavia and Wallachia were declared 
self-governing principalities and became 
the nucleus of n future Rumania; Russia 
yielded its claim as exclusive protector 
of Christians in the Turkish Empire. 

The most humiliating provision of all 
was the requirement that Russia must 
not maintain warships on the Black Sea. 
Although this provision applied to every 
nation, it affected Russia more seriously 
because it left this great power with an 



undefended southern frontier. From then 
on the principal aim of Russian foreign 
policy was to revise the Black Sea clauses 
and regain military rights there. Russia 
could no longer be counted on to defend 
the e.xisting balance of power as it had in 
the past, since this balance was not 10 its 
advantage. 

Austria, which had wavered in its policy 
prior to the war, emerged weak and friend
less. Britain had made a poor showing in 
the Crimea, and suffered a decline in mili
tary prestige. In such circumstances, am
bitious men in France, Italy, and Prussia 
found opportunities to destroy the Vienna 
settlement of 1815. 

Section Review 
1. In what respect did the revolutions of 
1848 bring about a change in international 
politics? 
2. Why did the various powers clash in the 
Crimea? 
3. What were the most important consc
quences of the Crimean War? 

2 Continental Europe was 
politically reorganized 

In the fifteen years follOWing the Cri
mean \Var, the European political system 
was drastically reorganized. The changes 
were brought about by a remarkable group 
of vigorous and forceful statesmen, whose 
policies reflected the militant nationalism 
of the period. 

Frlillce became (I lUctatorsllip. After his 
election as president of the Second Repub
lic in 1848, Louis Napoleon worked to ac
quire greater and grea ter power for him
self. He won the support of many French
men by trading on the popularity of his 
uncle, Napoleon, and by stressing order 
and national prestige. He arranged a coup 
tl'etat in December 1851 to overthrow the 

constitution. The following )'ear the people 
were asked to vote on whether he should 
be emperor. They responded with an over
whelming affirmative, and he became Em
peror Napoleon 111. 

Unlike his uncle, Louis Napoleon was 
ncither a military genius nor a brilliant 
administrator, but essentially a shrewd 
politician. Unscrupulous in his methods, 
clever in cultivating and manipulating 
public opinion, Napoleon III was a fore
runner of 20th-century dictators. Although 
a parliament existed in France. it had no 
real power. The government controlled 
elections and rigidly enforced censorship. 

Napoleon III sugared tlle pill of des
potism with a progr:tm of economic ad
vancemcnt. Railroad construction ex
pandcd more than fi vefold, iron ships were 
built to replace wooden ones, and in 1859 
a French company began the ten·year task 
of building the Suc-.: Canal. The French 
stock exchange did a brisk business. An 
energetic city planner, Baron Ccorgcs 
Haussmann, modernized Paris b y creating 
hroad, tree-lined boulevard s, public 
squares and parks, and magnificent build
ings and monwnents. For the peasants 
Napoleon III established model farms, 
and for the workers he legalized strikes. 
Asylums and hospitals were built, and 
medicine was distributed free to the poor
est classes. 

Had Napoleon been content to concen
trate on internal problems, he might have 
remained on the throne a long ti me. As the 
be..'I rer of the Napoleonic name, howcver, 
he bad a mystical belief in his destiny as a 
great figure in Europe and was dctermined 
to asscrt French power on the world politi
cal scene. In 1852 he had promised the 
French that the formation of the Second 
Empire meant peace, but by 1854 he had 
led France into the Crimean War, and 
other military adventures followed. 

One of Napoleon's most disastrous proj
ects was his inlen·ention in Mexico. That 
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THE UNIFICATION 
OF ITALY 1858-1870 

_ Kingdom of Sa'dlnla '''''.1'10 ......... '' 
c=lfrom Au~lfia 1859 

G]Addedl8fiO 

_Added 1866 

_ Added 1870 

nation, which had borrowed heavily from 
investors overseas, slIspended payments on 
its foreign debt in 1861, and France, Spain, 
and Creat Britain sent troops to CQmpcl 
President Benito Juarez to pay. Spain and 
Britain soon withdrew, realizing that 
Napoleon had ambitious plans. He sent 
additional troops to take ~\'Iexico City and 
in 1863 made the Archduke i' ... raximilian of 
Austria, Francis JoseI'h's younger brother, 
emperor of Mexico. Muximilian, depend
ent on French troops to bolster his regime 
against a hostile populace, was little mocc 
than a puppet of Napoleon. 

At that time the United Slates was in
volved in the \Var Between the States and 
could not protest effectively against the 
French. By 1866, however, the war was 
over and the Americans demanded that 
the French withdraw. Napoleon needed 
his forces in Europe because of involve-
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ments there, and he deserted Maximilian, 
who in 1867 was captured and shot by 
Mexic:m soldiers. 

Italy was unified. In 1859 Italy was st ill, 
as MeUernich once remarked, a "geograph
ical expresSion," divided into several large 
and small states. Ever since the French 
Revolution, however, Italian nationalism 
had bcen steadily growing. It expressed 
itself specifically in the writings of such 
ardent patriots as Ciuseppe Mazzini and 
more generally in the Risorgimento, or re
surgence, a movement among middle-class 
liberals who hoped for Italian unity. 

The events of 1848 showed that brave 
men and noble dreams were not enough. 
\Vithout the political, diplomatic, and mil
itary power to e.'l:pel Austria, the dream of 
unity could not become reality. Count 
Camillo di Cavour appreciated this fact 
better than his countrymen. Tn 1852 
he became prime minister of the King
dom of Sardinia, politically and economi
cally the most advanced state in Italy. A 
great admirer of England, he proceeded to 
make Sardinia. a. modcl of economic and 
political progress, and the natural lcader 
in the movement for Italian unification . 

Cavour was a shrewd political tactician 
who realized that Italy could not achieve 
unification without outside he lp. He delib· 
erately involved Sardinia in the Crimean 
War, not because of any grievance against 
Russia, but because participation gave him 
a chance to publicize Italian grievances at 
the Paris peace conference. 

Cavour then won the support of Napo
leon IIr. who liked to think of himself as 
the champion of nationalism, and in 1859 
cleverly maneuvered the Austrians into 
declaring war. The combined Franco· 
Sardinian armies easily overpowered the 
Austrians, and revolutions broke out all 
over northern Italy. Napoleon In, fearful 
that the movement had gone too far, in
fu riated Cavour by making a separate 



peace with Austria. The revolutions con
tinued, however, and in 1860 all of north
ern Italy except Venetia was united with 
Sardinia. Cavour in the meantime made 
peace with Austria. 

There still remained the Papal States 
and the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies. At 
this point a fiery leader named Giuseppe 
Caribaldi took matters into his own hands. 
In iMay 1860, with a volunteer army of 
about 1100 men, he invaded the Kingdom 
of the Two SiciIies and conquered it. Then 
he prepared to march on Rome. Afraid that 
such a step would incur the wrath of both 
France and Austria, Cavour hastily sent a 
Sardinian army southward, which seized a 
large area of the 1'apal Stales and pre
vented Garibaldi from carrying out his at
tack. Cavour then persuaded Garibaldi to 
permit the unification of the Two Sicilics 
with Sardinia. In 1861 , only a few months 
before the death of Cavour, the Kingdom 
of Haly was formally proclaimed with 
Victor Emmanuel of Sardinia as king. The 
final steps in the formation of modem Italy 
were taken in 1866 and 1870, with the addi
tion of Venetia and Rome, respe<:tivcly. 

Bismarck became chancellor of Prmsia. 
Politically, the Germany of 1862 was not 
much different from the Cermany of 1815-
a hodgepodge of states within the frame
work of the loose German Confederation. 
Socially aDd economically, however, im
portant changes had taken place. Under 
Prussian leadership, tlle Zollvereill, a tariff 
union to regulate and standardize trade 
duties, was established in 1834; it eventu
ally included most of Germany outside of 
Austria. The Industrial Revolution stimu
lated the growth of cities, the expansion of 
the business and worldng classes, and net
works of railroad and telegraph lines. To 
many German nationalists, the increasing 
economic unity pointed up the advantages 
to be gained through political unification. 
Furthermore. the failure of the Frankfort 

Assembly of 1848 had demonstrated that 
force, not words, was needed to hammer 
Cermany into a single nation. The neces
sary power was available only in Prussia. 

Prussia, however, was indifferent to the 
larger question of German nationalism. It 
wanted to increase its own strength and 
importance within the Confederation, es
pecially at the expense of Austria. This 
goal reqUired a strong army. The question 
of a military buildup led to a constitutional 
deadlock in 1862. King V,1illiam I wanted 
to reform and expand the army. The 
liberal-minded parliament, however, was 
suspicious of the aristocratic J unkers, the 
landowning class that dominated the army, 
and refused to approve the necessary ex
penditures. To break the deadlock, the 
king appointed Otto von Bismarck, a prom
inent conservative Junker, as his prime 
minister, or chancellor, in 1862. 

It was a fateful move. Bismarck was a 
man of indomitable will. Clever and un
scrupulous, he was oblivious to publiC 
opinion but pasSionately loyal to the Prus
sian monarchy. He was an opportunist who 
knew how to take advantage of each situa
tion as it came along. Like Ca vour, Bis
marck was a believer in Realpolitik, care
fully weighing every factor and unswayed 
by sentiment or by prinCiples. H e simply 
ignored the liberal PruSsian parliament 
and went ahead with the army reforms, 
ordering taxes collected without consent 
of parliament. The people of Prussia, 
obedient to authority, did not revolt and 
parliamentary protests went unheeded. 
Bismarck announced that the issues of the 
day would be decided not by speeches 
and votes, but "by blood aDd iron." 

Three wars hellled form the Germall 
Empire. Bismarck showed what he meant 
in a series of three short wars. The first, in 
1864, occurred when Denmark tried ille
gally to annex the duchy of Schleswig. See
ing a chance to enlarge Prussian territory, 
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Bismarck invited Austria to join Prussia 
in a war against Denmark. presumably on 
behalf of the Gennan Confederation. After 
defeating the Danes. Prussia took over 
SchJeswig. and Austria seized the neigh
boring duchy of I-lolstein, 

Friction then developed because of 
Prussian-Austrian rivalry. Confident that 
Prussia could easily defeat its rival in a 
military struggle, Bismarck first made cer
tain that Austria had no friends. Russia 
and France promised to remain neutral. 
the former out of gratitude to Bismarck for 
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his offer of help in a Polish revolt in 1863. 
the latter because of vague suggestions of 
territorial rewards, Italy was won over by 
the promise of Venetia, In 1866 Prussia de
clared war on Austria. a war known us the 
Seven Weeks' Wur becuuse Prussia won in 
that time. 

The peace treaty ended the Genuan 
Confederation anel provided, among other 
things, that several states in northern Ger
many were to be incorporated into Prussia, 
and that all states north of the 1o.·fain River 
would join in a North German Confedera-



tion under Prussian leadership. Austria 
was also forced to turn Holstein over to 
Prussia. 

Bismarck next turned his attention to 
southern Germany, where there was much 
opposition to Prussia. He felt that only war 
with France would bring the southern 
states into a eloser relationship with the 
north, first in a military alliance and later 
in a political union . When the Spanish 
throne became empty in 1870, the Prussian 
chancellor saw an opportunity to exert 
pressure on France. He deviously per
suaded Spain to offer the throne to a mem
ber of the Prussian ruling family. The 
French, worried by growing Prussian 
power, protested vigorously and even out
maneuvered Bismarck for a time when 
they prevailed upon the Prussian king to 
withdraw his ~upport from the Hohenzol
lern candidate. However, the French were 
not contcnt with this diplomatic success 
and made further demands through their 
ambassador. When WilIiam rejected these 
demands, Bismarck took advantage of the 
king·s dispatch from Ems to preCipitate a 
war with France, known as the Franco
Prussian \\Tar. 

Once again it was a brief conflict. Three 
German annies invaded Alsace-Lorraine 
in August 1870 and immediately won sev
eral battles against the poorly prepared 
French. In September, Napoleon 111 sur
rendered with his army at Sedan. News of 
his capture led to a revolution in Paris, 
which overthrew the Second Empire and 
proclaimed a republic. Paris resisted a Ger
man siege for 130 days, but finally fell in 
January 1871. Preliminary peace terms 
awarded Prussia an indemnity of 5 billion 
francs, as well as the territories of Alsace 
and Lorraine. The French never forgave 
the Prussians for the annexation of their 
frontier provinces. 

The south German states had joined 
Prussia in the war against Francc. On Jan
uary 18, 1871, while Paris was still under 

siege, the German Empire was formally 
proclaimed in the Hall of Mirrors at Ver
sailles, with William of Prussia as emperor. 
The new empire, which included the south 
German states, soon became the strongest 
power in continental Europe. 

Allstria created tile Dual M.onarchy. In 
both Italy and Gcnnany, nationalistic 
movements led to political consolidation. 
In the Austrian Empire, nationalism 
worked in the opposite direction, weaken
ing the central regime. No other result was 
possible where various nationality groups 
clamored, not for complete independence, 
bllt for more local self-government. This 
was especially tme of the Magyars, who 
comprised about onc third of the popula
tion of Hungary. Bitter over their defeat in 
the 1848 revolution, the Magyars grew in
creasingly resentful as the predominantly 
Gennan-speaking Hapsburg government 
tried to strengthen its autocratic rule. 

The climax came in 1867. Weakened by 
war against Italy in 1859 and against Prus
sia in 1866, the Hapsburg government 
worked Ollt a compromise with the Mag
yars. The result, in 1867, was a Dual 
Monarchy, with two kingdoms, one Aus
trian, the other Hungarian. Both had one 
ruler in common (the Hapsburg emperor). 
Blit each kingdom had its own parliament 
and enjoyed independence in internal 
affairs. Only in the fields of foreign affairs, 
finance, and war were there common 
ministries. 

This reorganiZ<'l.tion was a clever device 
for preserving Austria-Hungary as a major 
power in international affairs, but it left 
unsatisfied the numerous Slavic &'TOUpS 
that also wanted internal autonomy. 

Section Review 
1. Describe the chief features of the rule 
of Napoleon Ill. 
2. What were the principal steps taken by 
Count Cavour in unifying Italy? 
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3. How did Prussia profit from the 1864 
war with Denmark? the Seven ' '''ceks' 
War? the Franco-Prussian War? 
4. What conditions and events led Austria 
to form the Dual Monarchy? How were 
governmental functions divided between 
the two kingdoms? 

3 Democracy ndvanced 
in western Europe 

In the years be tween 1871 and 1914, 
from the end of the Franco-Prussian War to 
the outbreak of World War I, the nations 
of western Europe enjoyed phenomenal 
growth. Industry, transportation, and com
munications expanded rapidly, as did 
cities and the population. Externally its 
power and influence spread to the farthest 
corners of the globe in the great age of 
imperialism. These advances werc accom
panied by the extension of democratic con
stitutional government and social reforms. 
Ideas about the nature of democracy were 
also undergOing a change. The movement 
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to extend voting privileges to ordinary 
people-not just the prosperous middle 
class- was gaining momen tum, particular
ly in England. To be sure, pressing social, 
economic, and political problems existed. 
Yet the dom inan t tone in western Europe 
was one of continuing fa ith in progress and 
optimism about the future. 

Britain adopted many Te forms. The 
great model of material progress, orderly 
reform, and political stability in thcse years 
was once again Great Britain. For most of 
the period the reigning monarch was 
Queen Victoria, who became a symbol of 
an era characterized by far-reaching politi
cal power and great prosperity. 

The Whig and Tory parties were trans
formed in the 1850·s into the Liberal and 
Conservative parties, whieh were led by 
two outstanding figures, WilIiam E. Clad
stone, a Liberal, and Bcnjamin Disraeli, a 
Conservative. The two alternated as prime 
minister from 1868 to 1880 and after Dis
raeli's death in 1881, Cladstone continued 
to dominate politics until he retired in 



Notional Le ader. 

During the lost hal l 01 the 19th century, national 
leaders used various methoch to o~hievl! power and 
prestige. louis Nopoleon hoped 10 re<reate the 
grandeur thot Fran~e hod enioyed under his uncle, 
Napoleon. His slogan, "The Empire is Peace," was 
mocked in on English cor loon, for left; the emperor 
is pictured os 0 porcupine, his body covered with 
bayonets. Chancellor 8ismerck, left, wos 0 skil1lul 
Pfa~titioner of Rl!Olpo/ilik, who found wor to be 0 

useful means 01 uni ting Germany under Prussian 
leadership. The patriotic lervor 01 the revolutionist 
Goriboldi helped bring about Italian unity. In the 
corloon below, he helps the new king, Victor Em
manuel, into 0 boot, the geographic symbol of Italy. 
Queen Victoria, during her long reign from 1837 10 
1901, become the symbol of 0 stable and powerful 
British Empire. Sho is shown alrighl belween the Iwo 
polili~a l leaders on whom she depended for odvi~e 
in most aI/airs 01 stolo: tho Con!(lrvotive Di~aeli, 
above, cmd the liberal Gladslone, below. 
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1894. Cladstone-deeply religious, elo
quent, and serious- led a party composed 
chiefly of manufacturing and commercial 
interests. Witty and imaginative, Disraeli 
believed in the ruling mission of the landed 
gentry and aristocracy. He saw them as de
fenders of the common people against mid
dle class business interests, and thus tried 
to promote a political alliance between the 
upper and lower classes. 

Both parties, sensitive to continuing 
pressure to broaden the franchise, spon
sored bills to e.xtend voting rights, the Con
servatives with the Second Refonn Bill in 
1867 and the Liberals with the Third Re
fonn Bill of 1884. After 1884 most male 
adults had the right to vote. Under Clad
stone and Disraeli, state-supported public 
education was adopted, the secret ballot 
was introduced, labor unions were given 
more freedom, and a workmen's compen
sation law was passed. 

After 1900, important changes took 
place in British politics. The rise of the 
Labour party induced the Liberals, amious 
to retain the working.c1ass vote, to embark 
on a program of social welfare legislation. 
The Libemls, in control of the government 
from 1905 to 1916, and led by Herbert As
qUith and David Lloyd George, enacted 
laws setting up old-age pensions, unem
ployment insurance, and minimum wages. 
In 1909, Lloyd Ccorge proposed a budget 
based on the idea that wealthy people 
should pay proportionately higher taxes 
than others, especially if their income was 
derived from rents. The House of Lords 
objected strenuously and in 1910 the House 
of Commons passed resolutions severely 
limiting the Lords' legislative functions. 
When it appeared that the Lords would 
defeat the resolutions, King Ceorge V 
threatened to- create enough new peers to 
carry the vote. In 1911 the House of Lords 
reluctantly passed the Parliament Act 
abridging its own powers. Thereafter it 
wielded little real inBuence. 
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Soutllem Ireland became independent. 
Although England succeeded in bettering 
conditions for its own pcople. it could not 
seem to solve the so-called Irish Question. 
The Roman Catholic Irish objected to pay
ing taxes for the support of the Anglican 
Church in Ireland. They also resented po
litical control by England and a land sys
tem that kept them in perpetual poverty. 
Cladstone succeeded in abolishing tax sup
port for the Anglican Church in Ireland 
with the Disestablishment Act of 1869. He 
also instituted a program of land rdorm, 
giving the peasants more rights in connec
tion with the land they fanned. The pas
sage of these economic measures benefited 
the Irish, but by this time agitation had 
shifted to political matters. The Irish re
sponded enthuSiastically to a strong na
tionalistic leader, Charles Parnell, who ad
vocated Home Rulc (self rule) for Ireland. 
Clad'itone introduced two modified Home 
Rule bills, but neither carried Parliament. 

Under Asquith, the Liberals again in
troduced a Home Rule bill, which was 
finally passed in 1914, This time the pre
dominantly Presbyterian northern irish
men of Ulster objected . During World 
War I the problem was pu t aside, but with 
the war's end violence broke out. In 1922 
a compromise solution gronted independ
ence to southern Ircland (Eire) and al
lowed Ulster to remain within the United 
Kingdom. 

A Third Republic was establis1wcl ill 
France. After the overthrow of the Second 
Empire and defeat in thc Franco-Prussian 
War, the French held elections for a Na
tional Assembly, which would conclude 
peace with Germ:my and decide upon the 
fonn of governmcnt France would have, 
About one third of the deputies elected 
were republicans, the rcst being monarch
ists of various kinds. Clearly the majority 
of the French still distrusted. republican
ism as being warlike and radical. 



Paris, however, was a stronghold of re
publicanism. Unwilling to accept the harsh 
Prussian peace terms and deeply suspi
cious of the monarchist National Assembly 
meeting in Versailles, Parisians in March 
1871 rose in rebellion against the Assembly 
and set up their own municipal council, 
the Commune. A bloody civil war raged in 
the streets of the capital for the next two 
months. The National Assembly finally 
subdued the Parisians and then carried 
out a fearful campaign of reprisal. 

The fear of radical republicanism was 
so strong during this period that some form 
of monarchy could probably have becn 
established if the monarchists had co
operated with one another. The two major 
factions, Bourbons and Orleanists, could 
not agree, however. The Assembly failed 
to adopt a constitution and instead passed 
three laws in 1875 which in fact amounted 
to the creation of a republic. The laws pro
vided for a president and for a premier 
and cabinet responsible to the hvo-house 
legislature; the lower house (the Chamber 
of Deputies) was to be elected by univer
sal manhood suffrage. This Third Republic, 
intended by the monarchists as a tempo
rary expedient, lasted until 1940-longcr 
than any regime since 1789. 

·Because of its irregular constitution and 
uncertain beginnings, the Third Republic 
was particularly vulnerable to attacks from 
its unreconciled opponents. Every scandal 
and revelation of corruption became a 
threat to the very existence of the regime. 
The 1880's and 1890's were filled with 
crises, the climax coming with the Dreyfus 
affair. A Jewish army officer, Alfred Drey
fus, was convicted of treason by a military 
tribunal in 1894. When evidence later indi
cated that the real traitor was an officer of 
aristocratic Catholic background, public 
opinion divided sharply. Foes of the Re
public-the officer corps, monarchists, and 
the Church- strongly opposed reopening 
the case, arguing tha t to do so would un-

dermine military authority. Pro-Republic 
forces finally prevailed, however. A civil 
court pardoned Dreyfus in 1906, thus as
serting the powcr of the civil government 
over the army. The second verdict served 
also as a vindication of the principle that 
any citizen, rcgardless of race or creed, 
could obtain justice in a democracy. 

By 1914 the Republic, although it still 
had enemies, had gained the support of 
the vast majority of Frenchmen. It had 
shown itself able to maintain peace, se
curity, prosperity, and a respcct for civil 
liberties. French politics, however, was in 
a confused' state. The existence of many 
political parties showed that public opinion 
was divided. Although government pol
icy remained fairly consistent, ministries 
rose and fell with chronic regularity; there 
were fifty betwecn 1871 and 1914. Other 
problems developed as a discontented 
laboring class sought social legislation. 

Social reforms were promoted in Ger
many. The destiny of the German Empire 
in the Brst twenty years of its existence 
rcsted largely in the hands of Chancellor 
Bismarck. He built the empire as a union 
of monarchies in which Prussia would have 
the strongest voice. Although there was a 
constitution and a lower house (Reichstag) 
elected by universal manhood suffrage, 
real power remained in the hands of the 
chancellor and the aristocratic uppcr house 
(Bllndcsrat). 

Bismarck's intense nationalism made 
him suspicious of Germans wllO did not 
subordinate themselves completely to the 
state. During the 1870's he launched a 
campaign against the Roman Catholic 
Church in Germany. This Kl.llturkaml'f, or 
''battle of civiliz.:ltion," sharply curtailed 
Catholic education and freedom of wor· 
ship. The Jesuits were expelled, Catholic 
bishops were arrested, and others fled into 
exile. After a few years, however, Bis
marck abruptly ended the Kultllrkampf. 
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Crises in European Politics involved 
almost 011 the major power~ in the laIc 
19th century. Internationol rivalries broke 
oul in Ihe Crimeon War, dC5cribed by 
onc hi5torion 05 "entered into without 
ncce55iry, conducted without foresight: ' 
The "cne above left 5hows 0 British en· 
compment near Sevostopol, where troops 
spent 0 horshwintertryin91acopturelhc 
city. Dreams of imperial glory prompted 
the intervention in Mexico of Napoleon 
Ill. AI left, in 0 pointing by Edouord 
Monet, the puppet emperor Maximilion 
meet5 his death at the hands of 0 firing 
Iquod. The Irish Question d i~up!ed the 
8riti5h Isles for decodes. Onc problem 
was that English landowners ruthle!>Sly 
evicled Irish tenant formers, os shown 
obove. France underwent several c.riticol 
situolions. Above right, notional guards
men execute Parisians alter the Com
mune uprising in 1871. 8elow, Drey/us 
hears testimony at his espionage trial 
in 1894 
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He felt that the Catholic Church was no 
longe r a threat, and that Catholic support 
would be usefu l in his next campaign, the 
drive against socialism. 

The phenomenal expansion of German 
industry led to the growth of a large Ger
man working class. ~Iany workers became 
inte rested in socialism-a movement 
which advocated, among ot he r things, 
state ownership of all means of production 
and distribution. When they organ ized a 
Social Democratic party in 1875, Bgmarck 
became alarmed. Beginning in 1878, Ger
many passed law after law against social
ism. Oes igned to exterminate the move
ment , these laws succeeded only in driv
ing it underground. In the 1880s Bismarck 
tried to lure the workers awav from 
sociali sm by initiating a compreilensive 
state program of social insurance covering 
sickness , acc ident , imd old age . It was the 
most udv;tm . ."ed progmm of its kind in Eur
ope, but it did not ki ll socialism. In 1890 
the chance llor quarreled with the new 
emperor, William 11 , ahout antisocialist 
legislation, wh ich the latter considcrcd too 
extreme. On the surface , it appeared that 
the breach be tween the two men was mo
tivated by issues. But in reality, the clash 
was one of two strong-willed pe rsonalities. 
Bismarck, after almost 30 years of se rvice, 
was forced to retire. 

\Villiam 11 , who was twen ty-nine when 
he became emperor in 1888, reigned until 
1918. An ambitious man wit h exalted ideas 
about his own power, he instituted an ag
gressive foreign Jlolicy. In domestic affairs 
he abolished the an ti socialist laws and 
broadened the svs tem of social insurance, 
but refused to e;tcnd politkill democracy. 
The Social Democrats (."ontinued to gain 
st rengt h, in 1912 becoming the largest 
single politi<.. 11 party in the Reichstag 

Smaller countries shared it! the reform 
movement. Of the smaller nations in west

Europe, Belgium came closest to 
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paralleling developmcnts in Britain. A con
stitutional monarchy, Belgium in the 18905 
adopted universal manhood suffrage, ini
tiated factory legislation , and inst ituted a 
program of social in surance. The Nethe r
lands, less industrially advanced, moved 
more slowly toward polit ical democracy. 
In the 1890s, less than 15 per cent of the 
population could vote, and universal man· 
hood suffrage was not adopted unti l 1917. 

The most advanced democmc~' in con
tinental Europe waS Swit".f.erland , a federal 
union of cantons with a two-house legisla
ture. Universal manhood suffrage was 
adopted in 1874 and was reinforced by a 
large measure of direct delllocrac~', includ
ing the initiative and referendum. The 
former was the procedure by which people 
could propose new laws: the btter allowed 
them to pass on legislation already in 
existence. 

In northern Europe, the constitutional 
monarchy ofOenmark granted the right to 
vote to all men and most women in 1915. 
Norwa\· and Swedcn, united at the Con
gress ~f Viennil, separated peacefu lly in 
1905. Both were constitutional monarchies 
and soon adopted universal suffrage. In 
1907 Norwar hecame the fir st sovereign 
state to grant women the right to vote 

Section Rcd cl(: 
1. What groups made up the English 
Conscr\,ath·c and Libe ral parties? Name 
some reforms adopted from 1867 to 1911. 
Name the chicf steps by which Southern 
lrehmd gained it s independe nce. 
2. Why did Parisians set up the Com
mune? Describe the kind of government 
that was established afte r it s fall. What 
were the strengths and weaknesscs of the 
Third Republic b~' 1914? 
3. What steps did Bismarck take to 
strengthen Prussian nationalism in the 
German Empire ilnd to combat socialism? 
In what respects did Willialll 11 rcverse 
Bismarck's policics? 



4. Discuss the progress toward democracy 
made by Belgium, tllC Netherlands, Switz
erland, and Scandinavia in thc latc 19th 
and early 20th centuries. 

4 Southern and eastern Europe 
made little progress 

Beyond the inner industrial core of 
western Europe was an outer zonc of less 
economically advanced nations, including 
Spain, Portugal, Italy, Austria-Hungary, 
the Balkans, and the Ottoman Empire. 
The economy of this outcr zonc was chieRy 
agricultural. Compared to the advanced 
industrial nations, this region had fewer 
large citics, railroads, and factories, and 
morc extcnsive poverty, illiteracy. and dis
easc. Class divisions bctwcen rich and poor 
were sharp. the middle class was small. 
and political life tended to be unstable. 

S,win and Portugal lacket! stability. 
Spain during the Inter 19th century was 
in a state of near anarchy. A revolution in 
1868 deposed the corrupt Queen lsabeUa 
11, but there was no agreement on her sue
t'CSsor. Monarchists were split into oppos
ing factions, republicans sought to abolish 
the monarchy altogether, and both the 
army and the Roman Catholic Church con
tinually intervened in politics. When the 
crown was offered to a Hohenzollem in 
1870, it became an excuse for the Frnnco
Prussian War. 

Mter a confused period, Spain in 1876 
became technically a constitutional mon
archy. The right to vote was limited to the 
propertied classes, however, and parlia
mentary rule was a sham. The government 
remained corrupt and ineffective. An un
fortunate war with the United States, the 
Spanish-American War of 1898, resulted 
in a diminished empire and an empty 
treasury. Within Spain increasing discon
tent among peasants and workers led to the 

growth of radical social doctrines, As the 
20th century opened, Spanish political life 
was beset by a rising wave of violence, 
terrorism, and assassination. 

Nor was violence any less marked in 
the neigh boring monarchy of Portugal. Be
tween 1853 and 1889 the country seemed 
to make some progress toward parliamen
tary government, but in the following 
twenty years government again reverted 
to the traditional pattern of reactionary 
absolutism. A revolution in 1910 overthrew 
the hated monarchy and Portugal became 
a republic. Instability continued, however, 
as political parties vied with one another 
for power. 

Italy had. serious problems, Unification 
did not automatically eradicate the tradi
tional problems of Itnly-sectional hatreds, 
widespread illiteracy, n backward educa
tional system, an unjust land system and 
tax structure, and a lack of any strong 
tradition of self-government. 

Although Italy was a constitutional 
monarchy, voting was restricted to men of 
education and property. Out of a popula
tion of 20 million, only ISO thousand had 
the right to vote. Elected politiCians were 
more intcrested in gaining office than in 
enacting reforms. Economic distress be
came so acute in the 1890's that riots broke 
out in several Italian cities. In 1911 suf. 
frage was granted to all men over age 
thirty, but this act merely stimulated the 
growth of mass-supported extremist par
ties. To escape the stifling economic and 
political conditions, thousands of young 
Italians emigrated to other countries. 

Minority grouTJs threatened Austria
Hungary. Thc greatcst single problem fac
ing Austria-Hungary in the years after 
1870 was that of nationalities. In an empire 
of such diverse national groups, it was dif· 
BcuII, with nationalism on the rise, to find 
a common policy acceptable to all. The 
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unique compromise of 1867 -the Dual 
Monarchy-had only temporarily satisfied 
the Magyars of Hungary. By the end of the 
century they began to agitate for complete 
independence from Austria. At the same 
time, their own policy within Hungary
where they constituted less than half the 
population, but controlled politics-was 
one of unremitting hostility toward the 
other subject nationalities, such as Ruma
nians, Slovaks, and Serbs. 

In Austria, Germans dominated politi
cal, economic, and cultural life. Although 
universal manhood suffrage was adopted 
in 1907, it did not solve the nationality 
problem. The Czechs in particular de
manded autonomy for themselves, con
scious of their proud history, cultural 
development, and rapid economic growth. 
But Emperor Francis Joseph was a weak-
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willed man who never faced up to this 
problem. His failure to do so ultimately 
led to the collapse of the empire. 

The Ottoman Empire grew weaker. The 
Ottoman Empire was even more complex 
than Austria-Hungary in its composition, 
being multireligious as well as multi
national. The great majority of its people 
were Moslems, but there were also Jews 
and Christians, both Roman Catholic and 
Greek Orthodox. Turks and other Moslems 
;'vere the privileged groups, monopoliZing 
army and government posts. 

Lagging far behind western Europe in 
economic and political development, the 
Ottoman Empire for over two centuries 
had been the "sick man of Europe." In 
the 16th century, it ruled an area from 
Algeria to the Persian Gulf and northward 



to southern Russia a nd the Balkans. Inte r
nal weakness led to d eclining politit-al t'On 
trol , and gradually peoples on the outer 
fringes of the e mpire broke away from 
Turkish ru le, begi nning with Hungary in 
1699. This long process of territorial dis
integration led to the so-called Eastern 
Ques tion, whit-h agitated European na
tions throughout the 18th and 19th centur
ies. In truth, the pro blem revolved around 
the rival am bitions of the Creat Powers, 
each seeking to gain advant.'lges for itself at 
the expense of the crumbling Ottoman 
Empire. The em pire lasted as long as it did 
only because the co mpeting European na
tion s felt that its exis te nce was necessar)' to 
maintain the balance of power. 

By the end of the Crimean War, the 
Turks had lost e ffective control over south
e rn Russia, the Crimea, Ruman ia, Serbia, 
Creece, Arabia, Egypt , and Algeria. De
feat in war glaringly revealed Turkish 
weakness and de monstrated the need for 
reform and reorganization . In 1856 the 
Turkish government issued an edict called 
the Hatt-i Ht/ may"", the most important 
TurJ...ish reform of the 19th centul)'. It prom
ised equality before the law, abolition of 
torture, a more equitable ta....: system, and 
the elimi nation of graft and corruption 
among public officials. in 1876 a con-

Chapter 20 

Section 1 
The late 19th and early 20th centuries 

hrought many political changes in Europe 
Two chief filetors beh ind these changes were 
militant nationalism and the growth of dClllo
Cnltic institutions. The ideal of (;oopemtion. 
fostered by the Concert of Europe, gave way to 
a new concepl of powe r politil's knowJl as Real
po/Wk. An example of this sl>irit in action was 
the Crimean War. 

Section 2 
Adroit leaders schemctl to take advantage 

stitution was proclaimed prO\' iding for 
parliamental)' govemment. These changes, 
however, encountered powe rful resist
ance. Moreover, the ruling sultan from 
1876 to 1909, Abdul Ham id 11 , was fierce ly 
opposed to reform. He dissolved parlia
me nt and introduced a reign of terror. 

III 1877 war broke out between Turkey 
and Russia, thi s time over' Turkish pos
sessions in the Balkans. Although the 
Turks we re defeated , and lost more Balkan 
territory, Abdull·lamid's rule did not soft· 
en, and outbursts among the nationalistic 
peoples of the Billkans continued . A rev
olution in 1908 brought a reforming group, 
the Young Turks, to powe r. They re
stored parliament , hut could not stem the 
rising tide of nationalism in the Balkans. 
(See Chapter 26.) 

Section Rcdcu; 
1. What conditions in Spain le d to politi
cal instabi li ty? 
2. Wh y was it difficult for parliamentary 
government to fu nction well in Italy? 
3. What was the most serious s ingle prob
lem confronting: Austria-Hungary in the 
late 19th century? 
4. What was the Eastern Quest ion? What 
efforts were made to be tte r co nditions in 
the Ottoman Empire? 

A Review 

of international rivalries and realize their 
natiOllillistic ambitions. Emperor Louis Napo
leon fostered prosperity wit hin France but 
entangled his nation in unfortunate forcign 
schemes, including an ill-advised lIttempt 
to rule l\lcxico through a p\lppet emperor. 
Count Cavour, as prime minister of Sardinia, 
directed the movement for Italian unifi(;ation 
and almost single-handedl)' created the King
dom of Italy. Another accomplished states
man , 0uo \'on Bismarck, led his helm'ed Prus
sia through wars with Denmark, Austria, and 
France; from these conflicts cmcrged a ncw 

461 



Cerman Empirc. Within the Austrian Empire, 
nationalistic moveme nts led to thc formation or 
the Dual Monarchy. 

Section 3 
Beginning about 1870, several progressive 

nations or western Europe made great social 
and econom ic progrcss. Victorian England, 
particularly under Cladstone and Disracli, 
broadened the suffrage and adopted other 
democratic reforms; in the earl y 20th century, 
rurthcr liberal measures were enacted. Onc 
troubled area, southern Ireland, eventually 
gained its independence. Although poli tically 
unstable, France under the Third Republic 
provided peace and security ror its people and 
managed to withstand pressures from internal 
enemies. Cermany was unsuccessrul in cam· 
paigns against the Roman Catholic Church and 
the socialists, but did conrer many social ben· 
ents on its growing working class. Belgium, 
Switzerland, and Scandinavia grew increas
ingly democratic. 

Section 4 
Othe r European nations fared less we ll 

during this pe riod. Corruption and oppression 
prevented Spain and Portugal rrom equaling 
the progress made in countries to the north , 
while Ital" found it difficu lt to o'·ercome seri· 
ous economic and social problems. Austria· 
Hungary did little to appease the dissatisfied 
nationalities within its borders. In the 
decaying Ottoman Empire, an ine pt central 
govcrnment seemed helpless in the race of 
growing tension in the Balkans. 

T he T ime 
IndiC>lte the period in which the evcnts de

scribed in the following statements occurred 

(a) prior to 1848 (d) 1871- 1890 
(bl 1848-1860 (cl 1891- 1910 
(c) 1861- 1870 (f) after 1910 

1. The Crimean War was rought. 
2. The Franco- Prussian War beg:m with 

the invasion or Alsace-Lorraine. 
3. The Zoflcereill was established. 
4. Southern Ireland was granted its in

dependence. 
5. The Third Republic of France was 

created. 
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6. The Young Turks came to powcr in 
Turkey. 

7. Louis !\apoleon became Emperor !\a· 
poleon III or France. 

8. The Kingdom or Ital), was proclaimed. 
9. Louis !\apolcon was elccted president 

or the Sccond Republic of France. 
10. Bismarck was appointed cham:ellor or 

Prussia 
11. The Sevcn Wccks' War broke out. 
12. The Cerman Empire was proclaim~d . 
13. The Dual Monarchy was formed. 
14. Archdu ke Madmilian was made em

peror or Mexico. 
15. Cavom hecamc prime minister or sar· 

dinia. 
16. The TIliru Rerorm Bil1 was passed in 

England. 
17. WiIliam II became emperor or Cer

man}'. 

The Place 
L Locate each or the rollowing places on 

the map on page 448. TIlen tell which became 
part of the Kingdom or Italy in 1861: Kingdom 
or Sardinia: Kingdom or the Two Sicilies: 
Venetia; Rome. Locate each or the rollowi ng 
places and tell when it came under the rule or 
the king or Pnlssia: Schleswig: Holstein ; 
Alsace-Lorraine. 

2. Locate Moldavia and Bessarabia on the 
map on page 446. \\113t major transportation 
route did Hussia lose when it ceded Bessarahia 
to \l oldavia in 1856? 

3. On the map on page 460, locate and 
name five cities that were still a part or the 
Ottoman Empire in 1914 

The People 
1. \Vhat steps did each orthe following me n 

take to e nhance the power and prestige or his 
nation? 
Bismarck Nicholas I 
Napoleon III Camillo di Cavour 

2. Explain the role of each or the rollowing 
men in the unil'icat ion ofllal)': Cillscppe \ la7.
zini; Cillsepl>C Carihaldi ; Victor Emmanuel. 

3. Name thc country and a significant ract 
associated with each of these TU lers. 
William 1 Victoria 



Alxlul ~'Iejid I Gcorge V 
Alexander 11 William 11 
~1a.'l: imilian Alxlul Hamid 11 

4. What was Georges Haussmann's con
tribution to France during the Second 
Empire? Why is AJfred Dreyfus a significant 
figure in the history of the Third Republic of 
France? 

Key Historical T e rm s 
I. Explain what is meant by Rcalpolitik. 
2. What was the Zo/{ucrei,,? How did it aid 

in the unification of Germany under Prussian 
domination? 

3. What was the Hisorgimellto? 

Quest ions fo r Critica l Thinking 
1. Comp,,1re and controls t the problems of 

Bismarck and Ca\'our in unifying their rc-spec-
live (.'ountries. Whkh <.'Ountry do you think 
r.,ced the greatest prohlems? Explain. 

2. How did the Crimean War affect the 
balance of power in Europe? 

3. Although both Cermany and Italy com
pleted unification at approximate ly the same 
time, and had ;Ipproximately the same number 
of inhahitants, Germany immediatdy rose to 
the position of a great power, whereas Italy 
quite eVident ly Jagged hehind . How would you 
c.~plain this? 

4. What were the accomplishments of the 
Second French Empire? For what reasons did 
it ultimately collapse? 
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